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IMMEDIATELY
MARGARET GRANT'S CLASSROOM GOES NATIONWIDE
By Gary Parks
UM Information Services
MISSOULA—

Missoula elementary teacher Margaret Grant will have quite a few more
pupils this winter and spring than she is accustomed to having in her third
grade class at Lewis and Clark School.
Her techniques for teaching writing, in fact, will be shown to people
all across the nation orn the CBS television program Sunrise Semester, an
educational series that offers college courses through New York University.
These techniques grew out of her work with the Montana Writing Project,
for which she is now a teacher-consultant.

The project was developed by the

University of Montana English department as a model program of teachers
teaching teachers.
Grant and her class will be featured on the television course "Learning
tc Write/Writing tc Learn: An Interdiscipiinary Approach to the Teaching of
Writing."

The course, taught by Dr. John Mayher, began Jan. 30 in Missoula

on cable channel 2, station KREM, from Spokane.

Those outside Missoula

interested in seeing the program should check their local listings.
Grant's class, which will first be seen on the program around Feb. 13,
was one of seven chosen across the nation to be videotaped last spring under a
grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Besides its use on the

television program, the 70 minutes of videotape will be used by the National
Writing Project to show Grant's teaching techniques to other writing teachers
and writing projects.
(more)
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In her class each child is an "active participant in the (learning) process,"
Grant says.

Her third-graders learn writing as an exerience, not just a mechan

ical process in which the student tries to avoid red marks.
Creative learning activities in Grant's classroom include play writing,
filmstrip making, and puppet shows where the students construct their own puppets
and write the dialogue for the production.

The children keep daily journals,

write poetry and stories, and edit each other's work.
Most of these classroom activities recorded on videotape are used on Sunrise
Semester as short "clips" of five or ten minutes to illustrate a specific example
of what Mayher is teaching, Grant says.

There is, however, one whole program

taken from her classroom, entitled "Bones," in which the class collectively
writes a poem.
Grant earned her master's degree from the UM in 1976.

In the summer of

1978 she completed the five-week Montana Writing Project workshop sponsored by
the UM English department.

This workshop is designed to "turn superior teachers

into composition experts who can in turn teach other teachers," according to
associate professor of English Richard Adler.

Adler and associate professor

Robert Hausmann are the directors of the project.
Graduates of the Montana Writing Project, which is funded by the Bay Area
Writing Project and the UM Foundation, become teacher-consultants for the
project.

In this capacity they hold workshops for other teachers, evaluate

writing programs, and coordinate with the University on new ideas about teaching
children how to write.
Or, if they teach writing as effectively as Margaret Grant, they might
even appear on a national television program.

